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district. Thanks to the able and conciliatory policy of Sande-
man, this was done without any expenditure of military effort
beyond a small expedition of 1600 men under White, which
executed a military promenade through the country and met
with no resistance. By 1891 the country was being adminis-
tered right up to the Durand line, the delimited frontier between
India and Afghanistan ; it had been opened up to trade, the
task of maintaining order was being carried out by the tribes
themselves in exchange for money payments, and the British
writ ran unchecked from the sea to the Gomal valley. Since
that date Baluchistan has been as peaceful and orderly as any
other part of India.
Far other was it with the territory to the north. Here the
inhabitants were of the Pathan race, hereditary fighters and
robbers—a people of magnificent virtues and vices; brave
indeed, independent, hospitable and manly, but also treacher-
ous, bloodthirsty, cruel and superstitious. Rent by tribal, clan
and individual feuds, the pursuit of which forms their favourite
occupation, they may be relied on none the less to unite against
a common invader, and to fight fiercely for the defence of their
native valleys ; while the first sign of weakness or withdrawal on
his part is the signal for every tribe for miles round to flock to the
scene of possible plunder and revenge. With this formidable
and unconquerable race the British army in Indig. was from
1847 onwards, up to, during, and after the Great War, inces-
santly at strife.
Our relations with the Pathans were from the first governed
by what is known as the " close border policy ", officially
defined as " a stationary one where circumstances permit, and
a forward one only when necessity compels ". In other words,
our military forces were held back witnin the territory directly
administered by us, the western boundary of which ran roughly
by way and inclusive of Muzaffarabad, Abbettabad, Peshawar,
Kohat, Bannu and Tank; the tribes to the west of this line
being normally left to their own devices, one of which was
periodically to raid and plunder the plains beneath them.
When this had been going on for some time, strong measures
had to be taken against the offenders ; fines were imposed, and
if not paid were exacted by means of a blockade, or in extreme
cases by a punitive expedition. After the second Afghan
war, under,the influence of Sandernan and the success of his
" forward policy " in Baluchistan, some attempt was made to
deal with the Pathans on similar lines, but the results were
not considered satisfactory, and in 1898 the " close border "
policy was reverted to, and continued in force till the outbreak
of the Great Wax. Of the British posts established west of

